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people making money, and therefore 
fewer people paying taxes. We need the 
opposite. We need a growing, expand-
ing, vibrant, dynamic economy fueled 
by policies in Washington, DC, that 
make it less expensive and less dif-
ficult to create jobs rather than more 
expensive and more difficult, which is 
what we see coming out of the Obama 
administration and the Democratic 
majority here in the Senate. 

We can do better. We must do better 
for the American people, for middle- 
class families who have been hit hard 
by the effects and the impacts of this 
economy with fewer jobs, lower take- 
home pay, higher premiums, higher 
deductibles, and fewer choices of doc-
tors and hospitals under ObamaCare. 
These policies are hurting the Amer-
ican people. We need to put policies in 
place that will help the American peo-
ple by growing our economy and cre-
ating more jobs for middle-class Amer-
icans. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF JAMES MAXWELL 
MOODY, JR., TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR 
THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF AR-
KANSAS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nomination, which the 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of James Maxwell 
Moody, Jr., of Arkansas, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Arkansas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 11:15 
a.m. will be equally divided and con-
trolled in the usual form. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

JUDGE WILLIAM K. SESSIONS III 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, for al-
most two decades Judge William Ses-
sions has served as a Federal judge for 
the District of Vermont. Last month 
Judge Sessions announced he would 
take senior status later this year. I 
have worked with Senator SANDERS, 
Representative WELCH, and the 
Vermont Bar Association to convene a 

merit commission to find highly quali-
fied candidates to serve on the 
Vermont District Court so I can then 
recommend them to the President. 

I know I speak on behalf of all 
Vermonters, no matter what their 
background, when I thank Judge Ses-
sions for his years of distinguished pub-
lic service and applaud him for agree-
ing to continue his judicial service 
even after he takes senior status this 
summer. Because of his continued dedi-
cation, Vermont will have one of the 
most highly respected and extraor-
dinarily capable jurists on the Federal 
bench. I am proud to call Judge Ses-
sions my friend, and I am honored to 
have cast my vote to confirm his nomi-
nation 18 years ago. 

I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD at the comple-
tion of my remarks a Rutland Herald 
article written by Brent Curtis that re-
counts his many accomplishments. 

There are only two authorized dis-
trict judgeships in Vermont. We are 
the second smallest State in the Union. 
So, when President Clinton asked for 
my recommendation to fill a vacancy 
in my native State, I did not take this 
task lightly. I knew the people of 
Vermont deserved a judge with integ-
rity, intelligence, and fairness, some-
body whom anybody could go before— 
plaintiff or defendant, rich or poor, no 
matter their political background—and 
know they would have a fair hearing. 

During my time in private practice 
as a litigant and then as State’s attor-
ney in Vermont, I experienced first-
hand the tradition of legal excellence 
we have in Vermont. I know many 
Vermont lawyers who are among the 
best this country has to offer, and Bill 
Sessions earned a reputation as one of 
the finest trial lawyers in the State. He 
was widely respected by prosecutors 
and defense lawyers, and by the plain-
tiff and defense bars alike. He was 
praised by those who had been his co- 
counsel, by State and Federal judges 
and prosecutors, and even by those who 
had been his opposing counsel in court. 
It was a privilege to submit his name 
to the White House for nomination to 
the U.S. District Court. At the time, I 
told President Clinton this would be 
one nomination he would never have to 
question his judgment in making be-
cause he would have somebody who 
would always serve the country so 
well. The Senate confirmed him unani-
mously on August 11, 1995. 

Judge Sessions received his B.A. from 
Middlebury College in 1969. Upon his 
graduation with honors from the 
George Washington University Law 
School in 1972, Judge Sessions served 
his country in the U.S. Army from 1972 
to 1977 and in active service from 1972 
to 1973. He also served as a law clerk to 
another friend of mine, Judge Hilton 
Dier of the Addison County District 
Court. Before his service on the Fed-
eral bench, Judge Sessions contributed 
to his community as an adjunct pro-
fessor at Vermont Law School; in pri-
vate practice; as the executive director 

of the Addison County Youth Services 
Bureau; and as a public defender in 
Addison County, VT. 

During his years of service on the 
Federal bench, Judge Sessions has 
worked tirelessly to ensure that all 
those who come before him are treated 
fairly and with dignity. He is a judge 
who has taken seriously his commit-
ment to both justice and the American 
people. He served for many years as a 
member of the Judicial Conference, 
composed of the leaders of the Federal 
judiciary. 

Judge Sessions also served for a dec-
ade on the U.S. Sentencing Commis-
sion, eventually serving as its Chair-
man. Three Presidents, both Demo-
cratic and Republican, nominated him 
to this Commission, and the Senate 
confirmed him unanimously each time. 
As a commissioner, Judge Sessions 
made deeply significant contributions 
to American sentencing policy. He 
played an important role in the reduc-
tion of the sentencing disparity for 
crack and powder cocaine offenses. He 
has done vital work to improve the 
Federal Sentencing Guidelines. This 
was especially important following a 
number of Supreme Court cases that 
gave judges more discretion in the sen-
tences they impose. Even after his time 
on the Sentencing Commission, Judge 
Sessions continued to work for better 
sentencing policy, publishing an article 
in a journal of the University of Vir-
ginia School of Law that explained how 
the three branches of government 
could work together to improve sen-
tencing in America. 

Judge Sessions has not forgotten 
what it is to be a Vermonter. He still 
finds time on weekends to be at farm-
ers markets around Vermont. He is a 
familiar face at the booth for Blue 
Ledge Farm, a small Vermont dairy 
started by his daughter, Hannah, and 
son-in-law, Greg. I think of a picture of 
him holding a grandchild in one hand 
and making change for one of the cus-
tomers with the other. 

He is one of our country’s most re-
spected jurists. He is a lawyer’s lawyer 
and a judge’s judge. Marcelle and I 
think of him and Abi, his wife, as dear 
personal friends. 

Our justice system has benefited a 
great deal from Judge Sessions’ years 
of service. I thank Judge Sessions for 
all he has done as a Federal judge. I 
thank him for continuing to serve as a 
model jurist. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Rutland Herald, Feb. 16, 2014] 

SESSIONS REFLECTS ON YEARS ON AND OFF 
THE BENCH 

(By Brent Curtis) 

U.S. District Judge William K. Sessions III 
will shift to senior status. 

Long before he was making decisions in a 
courtroom, federal Judge William Sessions 
III was working to keep people out of them. 

With only months remaining before he 
shifts to senior status in June, Sessions, who 
turned 67 this month, can look back over two 
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